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Dear Parents and Carers,

Well we’ve certainly welcomed Autumn to Oakfield this week; our beautiful grounds are covered in
leaves, acorns and conkers – our resident squirrels have been spotted running up the tree in the early

years’ garden this week ready to hide their acorn treats for the winter! The chilly winds come straight up
onto our playground from the Solent so please remember to send a sensible coat to school every day

so that the children can stay warm and enjoy their outdoor learning and play experiences.

New Partnership
We are always seeking ways to support children
and families as well as we can and have strong

working relationships with many professionals and
agencies. A new partnership for us this term is with

the Primary Behaviour Service. The Primary
Behaviour Service primarily works with mainstream
primary schools. The service supports children who

do not currently have an Education, Health and
Care Plan (EHCP) by providing early, targeted

support through a child-centred approach. The
service aims to: remove barriers to learning, help
children get the most from their education and
reduce exclusions. I have been really impressed
with their service so far; they recognise that our
Optimising Behaviour Policy priorities building

trusting relationships with children and families and
that sometimes a personalised approach is needed

in order to meet the needs of all

Autumn Headteacher briefing 

 Monday 20th November 
2.15pm in the hall

Every term all parents and carers are
invited to my Headteacher briefing. This

time I will share information and updates
about the following:

- School Improvement Priorities
- Primary Behaviour Service

- Pupil progress acceleration groupings
for maths

- 2023 outcomes
- Ofsted report findings (if published by

then)
I look forward to seeing you there –

refreshments provided!

Finally, one of our amazing pupils, Jasper, has had major
surgery on his foot this week. He has been so brave and

really done his family proud. On behalf of all of the Oakfield
family, I’d like to wish him all the best for a speedy

recovery. Jasper, we look forward to seeing you soon!

Have a lovely half term break everyone.
Best wishes,
Mrs Reader
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SCHOOL VALUES & LINKSSCHOOL VALUES & LINKSSCHOOL VALUES & LINKS
WITH ST JOHN’S CHURCHWITH ST JOHN’S CHURCHWITH ST JOHN’S CHURCH   

...next time on 
November 11th and

December 9th
2pm-4pm in the

Church Hall 

r

Messy Church -
Our theme was looking after the world, protecting God’s

Creation.
We made fondant icing fruits, did some leaf and potato printing,

made sock puppet creatures and drew pictures of the natural
world around us to decorate a large map of the world. There was

also playdough, colouring and construction for our younger
participants. We had two stories and sang some well known

songs! 
The afternoon was rounded off with a delicious tea complete

with sandwiches, cakes, yogurt and fruit.
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Class: Year Group: Date:

     

Mrs Stanford/ Mrs Doyle 6 9th November 2023

     

Miss Chessell/ Mrs Cascarini 4 11th January 2024

     

Mrs Rowe/ Mrs Scovell 3 / 4 8th February 2024

     

Mr Snelling 5 / 6 28th March 2024

   

Mrs Robinson/ Mrs Cascarini 5 18th April 2024

     

Miss Kent 1 16th May 2024

     

Mrs Robinson 2 13th June 2024

     

Miss Walls  Reception 4th July 2024

We are always so delighted to welcome
our wider Oakfield Families for our...

CLASS LED WORSHIPS 
Collective Worship
We thoroughly enjoy opening our
doors for families to come along and
see their child's class lead our whole
school worship. 

Each class will share a worship
theme with the whole school once a
week. This may link in to our whole
school theme for the half term e.g

Generosity or they may share a
theme relevant to their learning. With

moments to reflect and hear their
thoughts and views, be sure to come

along when it is your child's class'
turn! 

Class Worship
Dates for this

academic year 
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'Nursery in Nature'

We have worked our
hand muscles and
practised our fine

motor skills by using
our hands in lots of

different ways-
scooping sand to find
shells, stones, sticks
and other treasures,
some of us also made
different shapes and

marks in the sand
using our fingers or

sticks. 

L I T T L E  A C O R N S  N U R S E R Y

At Little Acorns Nursery this half term we have welcomed lots of new children to our
Oakfield family. We have enjoyed sharing our adventures with them, particularly

one of our favourite places to go in the local area; Appley Beach.  

We also practised our listening
skills as we listened to the waves

crashing into the stones, the birds
singing and the sound of the stones
under our feet. We used our gross
motor skills to climb and pull our

bodies up on to the wall.

At Little Acorns, talk surrounds
everything we do. We learnt

new vocabulary as we
described how sand felt; rough,

chilly and how the stones
sounded; crunchy, loud. We
also talked about what we

could see and learnt about our
local area. We could see

Portsmouth across the water,
we could see fluffy cloud

moving slowly and the waves
splashed up and down.



It has come to our attention that there is a WhatsApp group called
'Add Everyone' which is an inappropriate group containing adult
content, and people are being added without their consent. We
understand that the police are aware.

Please could you monitor your child's devices to ensure that they
are not part of this group and ask that they be vigilant around
being added this group.

WhatsApp has a privacy feature that allows users to decide who
can add them to groups. By default this is set to 'everyone' and so
it is recommended that you limit this. This can be changed if you
go to Settings > Privacy > Groups. From there, it is possible to
select who can add you to groups; either everyone, contacts, or
contacts with chosen exceptions.

Oakfield CE Primary School

ONLINE SAFETY KEY MESSAGES THIS HALF TERM

In today's digital age, it's more
important than ever to prioritise
your child’s safety online.

If you need help with the safety
features on your child’s device,
please ask. 

For further information about how to keep your children safe online, please visit; 
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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You’ll never guess what we found when we
came to school… paw prints all over the
floor in the classrooms and even on the

door! 

EYFSEYFSEYFS

Together with Miss Walls, we followed the
footprints and discovered a rucksack, torch and
binoculars with a picture of a bear on a piece of
paper saying “Can you help us?” Using clipboards,
we searched for more clues to solve the mystery

of the paw prints!

Miss Walls said it was a bit like the story
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.’ We

listened to the story and even acted out
the different parts. Lots of us love the

ending when the family run all the way back
home!

Then, the bear came into school when
we had all gone home! The bear

surprised Miss Kent, Lainey and even
Mr Lycett! Apparently the bear was
lost and the adults had to help the

bear find his way back to the cave. 
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YEAR 1YEAR 1YEAR 1

As part of our Geography this half term, we

have been looking at maps and locating

landmarks. 

Thanks to the wonders of technology, we have

flown over London and stopped to admire

Tower Bridge and Buckingham Palace, and

explored our Island, town and school grounds.

To bring this to life we decided to set off on a

morning stroll around Elmfield to investigate

local landmarks that we probably pass every

single day. We spotted all of the landmarks on

our I Spy Sheet and lots more also. 

We discovered patterns everywhere in nature

and wonderful Autumnal colours as we

crunched through the fallen leaves. We spotted

numbers on doors and buses, and read signs and

number plates. We listened to loud motorbikes

and followed an aeroplane as it flew overhead.

When we returned to school we worked in

groups to record our observations and then

shared our findings with the rest of the class. 
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In the Summer Term, Year 1 (now Year 2) invited
the Mayor of Ryde, Richard May, and his wife
Katherine, into our class for a Cup of tea and
biscuit. 

We wanted to tell him how worried we are
about plastic and other rubbish that can end
up in the sea and threaten sea creatures.

Mr May and Katherine listened very carefully to
our worries and enjoyed watching us act out
the story. We gave the Mayor some of the
posters we had made and he put them up
outside Ryde Town Council so everyone will
think twice and use a bin!
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The children have had to work hard
on their listening skills during our

indoor PE. They have enjoyed
working together as teams to

overcome challenges they have
received. They have had some tricky

ones to beat. My favourite being
trying to get from one side of the
hall to another with only 4 hoops.

This took some practice. 

YEAR 2YEAR 2YEAR 2

PE
Outdoor  

Fundamentals

This term Year 2 have been learning lots of new skills
during our PE Lessons. When indoors they have been

working on their team building skills and outdoors their
fundamental skills. It has been an absolute pleasure to
see all the children smiling, laughing, concentrating and

having fun during our PE lessons. 

When outdoors the children have been working on their
jumping, skipping and sprinting skills. It has been great to

see so many of them improve over the weeks. Lots
particularly struggled with skipping, but with some

practice they overcame their barrier! Now let's just say
they skip EVERYWHERE!

Indoor PE  

Building
Team 
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National Fitness Day 2023 took place on
Wednesday 20th September and was a chance

to highlight the role physical activity plays
across the UK, helping us to think about the
important part it plays in leading healthier

lifestyles. 

This year, the message was about this being the
starting point of our journeys towards living a

healthy life as well as bringing people together. 

#FitnessDay aimed to celebrate what fitness
means to people by promoting that keeping

physically active means something different to
us all. The day was about breaking down the

barriers that stop people being active, showing
that fitness is for everyone! 

At school, we took part in the day by
doing 10 minutes of exercise together
at 10am! Everyone joined in and we
had lots of fun, this was followed by

talking about how it made out bodies
feel and the importance of keeping

active. 
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Olivia entered the
Hampshire County

Squash Tournament in
September - You

might remember that
last year we shared

how she entered and
won the U9s... and this
year she won the U11s
and came fourth in the

U13s!!
 

Her parents have
shared that she was

amazing! And her
older sister Millie won

the U13s!

What a super sporting
pair - Well Done girls!  

O L I V I A  H O L B R O O K

Olivia trains at Westridge where they cater for all
ages and abilities. If anyone is interested in

taking up Squash, please ask at the school office
and we can pass on the contact details. 

Oakfield CE Primary School
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A new link has also been forged with our neighbouring school, St.
Mary’s. The MFL lead brought a group of budding linguists to meet
some of our students. We exchanged friendship bracelets, postcards

and a card as well as some sweet treats. 

At Oakfield, we started the day with a whole school assembly, giving the
children the opportunity to recite poems in Spanish, Ukrainian and Polish.  
New Language Ambassadors were chosen to join the growing team.  They

were presented with certificates and badges. Their role is to promote
languages and to help others. 

Spanish 

The European Day of Languages was first
held in 2001 to celebrate the fact that

there are over 200 languages spoken in
Europe.  Learning foreign languages helps
you to understand other cultures; travel

and study abroad; live and work in
different countries and make new friends.

Making Friends
We have sent homemade, European

Day of Languages inspired
postcards to our link school in

Burgos, Spain. 

It has now become a European Day of
Languages break time tradition in our school
to hunt for stones decorated with European

flags and a word or greeting written on them.  
This year, 3 pupils in year 6 wrote the most

words and won a collective first prize.

Throughout the day, Early Years listened to an
Italian song about different professions some
children wanted to be when they grow up.  

Click on the link to hear the song. 

 Continuing the Italian theme, the children
made pasta necklaces.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yc5L4Rl_mNg

We’re planning a song competition
in the summer term.

La
ng

ua
ge Ambassadors
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Year 1 chose Ukraine. Years 2 and 4 chose Poland as their country, the older
children finding out facts about the country and its people, while the younger

children tasted Polish food, kindly brought in by one of our Polish families.

Years 3/ 4 learnt about Northern Spain with Mrs Rowe, and even did
a mock pilgrimage, the Camino de Santiago. 

Upper KS2 made fact files about
Portugal and Spain.  Year 6 chose

Barcelona.  They focussed on Antoni
Gaudí, a renowned architect who was

inspired by nature.  Their lizard, painted
to replicate Gaudí’s Lizard, now hangs in

the Quay Art Centre in Newport. 

The photo shows Mateo in his
temporary setting with Ian

Whitmore, the Quay’s  Visual
Arts Manager.  In the next few
days, they are going to put him
in a more permanent place.  Can

you find him?
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 UTDOOR        EARNING 
AT           AKFIELD 

As we returned to the
forest after the summer

holidays, we checked for any
changes. We noticed that 3
trees had been cut and had

created lots of logs!

This term we have made our Forest 3 metres wider! This has given
us even more space for all of the activities we have been doing! 

We made swords to
celebrate our Isle of
Wight Day which was

Roman themed. We had a go at ‘fire
striking’ using Flint

and Steel equipment. 
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We used tea and coffee to
enhance our soil and create
food for our tiger worms. 

We regularly listened. We listened to
the birds and enjoyed feeding them.

We made mud pumpkin
pictures!

·We enjoyed carving animals,
birds and flowers on the

pumpkins

We were excited to have a go
on the climbing rope (slack line)
and we were brave in trying to

get all the way across. 



REGISTER NOW

Cared for and replanted Tropical Plants.

EXPLORERS, GARDENING
& BEE KEEPING
ACORN AWARDS

During these Acorn Awards, the children spend time with Mrs
Maguire learning to respect and care for the world around us. This
half term they have...

loved and respected the nature around our school site

Harvested Garlic, Potatoes and Carrots 

Explored and identified the flowers and plants around the school 

Continued to make Oakfield school compost to reuse
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Year 3 have been to their first ever school swimming lessons
this half term! They missed this opportunity in EYFS due to

COVID.

Everyone was so excited- if a little nervous at first!

The behaviour, effort and attitude shown by all pupils has
been exemplary – well done year 3.

To find out the timetable for half term swimming
and fun sessions, click here  

https://www.watersidepool.co.uk/timetable 

Our very own Oscar Illston was named ‘Best new swimmer’ for the
month of September by the Waterside Pool swimming teachers. His
photo is now displayed in the poolside gallery and will remain there

for 12 months.
Congratulations Oscar – we are so proud of you!

Oscar was chosen out of all pupils who attend the pool for lessons
so this is a massive achievement for his resilience and trust in the

swimming teachers to be recognised. As much as we love our
swimming lessons!

 

YEAR 3YEAR 3YEAR 3
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YEAR 3/4YEAR 3/4YEAR 3/4
In year 3 /4 this half term we have been

exploring rivers and where they come from. 

We created our own rivers outside using sand,
compost, leaves, stones, bark chippings and

of course water!

We looked for meanders and the different
courses the river has.

We discovered that their
source can be up in the
mountains and all rivers
eventually end up at the

sea or a lake.
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music
This term, we have really enjoyed
our music lessons where we have
been composing our own melodies

using the pentatonic scale. We
have learnt lots of new musical

vocabulary (pitch, glissando,
graphic notation, scale, pentatonic

scale, texture, major, minor,
score, pulse, melody) and have
really enjoyed using the tuned

percussion instruments.

YEAR 4YEAR 4YEAR 4

Our lessons have linked to the topic
of Rivers as we have tried to replicate
the sound of a river on its journey. 
To help us with this, we listened to
the song ‘Vltava’ by Bedrich Smetana

which was composed in 1875. 
This song represents the journey of

Vltava river as it travels through
woods and meadows, past a farmer’s

wedding, past the dance of the
mermaids and a hunt on horseback,

before reaching the sea. To finish the
unit we will be composing a song in

the style of a barcarolle. 
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YEAR 5YEAR 5YEAR 5
We have been looking at the Christian story of Creation.  We enjoyed

retelling this story through different media.  Some of us enjoyed
creating an artwork frieze of the 7 days of creation.  This frieze

depicted what happened on each day, according to the Bible story.  
Some of us retold the story through a comic strip and some of us

enjoyed writing the story, in our own words.  

Our R.E topic this half term has been Creation and Science: Conflicting or Complementary?

Our next step was to
compare this story with
our own views of how
the world came into

being.  We discussed a
range of theories,

practising good listening
and responding

respectfully to each
other when our ideas

were different to those
of our friends.  

We used a Venn diagram for an activity to
help us think about questions about our

world that Science can answer and
questions that can be answered through the
Bible.  We discovered that some questions
can only be answered by Science, some by

Christianity or belief, some a mixture of
both.  We found that there are some

questions about life that are not given a
definitive answer by either.

We discovered that even amongst Christians, views on creation can vary.  We discovered that some Scientists
are also Christians. We discovered that some people who do not call themselves Christians believe in the

Creation story.  In our class there are a range of views and opinions on how the world came into being.  We
learned to respect the views of others, even when they differ from our own.  This is one of our British values.
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YEAR 5/6YEAR 5/6YEAR 5/6

As part of Isle of Wight Day, we spent some time finding out about the Roman Villas on
our wonderful Island. 

Firstly, we looked closely at the location of Roman villas on the Isle of Wight during
Roman times.

Then, we found those locations on a modern map.
Finally, we tried to show the villas location on our

own maps of the Isle of Wight. 

Brading Roman Villa 

Map of the known
locations of the Roman

Villas on the IOW

Roman Villas on the Isle of Wight

Mosaic inside
Brading Roman

Villa 
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We used parenthesis and cohesive devices to write about
Philippe. This is a piece of work by Reed…

YEAR 6YEAR 6YEAR 6   
It has been an incredible start to the Autumn term for our Year 6 children! We have packed in so much learning and new

experiences into such a short amount of time. The obvious highlight was our Year 6 residential, I cannot tell you anything
about it as it was a top secret mission, however there may, or may not, be some sneaky pictures on our page!

Philippe -a very good dancer- wanted
to go on a rope between the twin

towers. His favourite thing to do was
to dance around on ropes across

something and today he wanted to go
on a rope across the twin towers.

Philippe Petit -a street performer-
was juggling on a unicycle in the

middle of the park. One thousand or
more people were shouting his name
so loud even people 1000m away

could hear them.
Reed

We started our Literacy learning with a fabulous hook to engage
all learners - the circus came for a visit! We were able to

attempt plate spinning, juggling pins and much, much more. It
really helped us to understand how the main character in our

text felt when he performed his tricks.

Can you find the cohesive devices Reed uses in his writing?
What job does the parenthesis do in his sentences?
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HARVEST
Festival

Our Harvest Festival was a whole school event, with lots
of parents and carers attending too. It was a happy
celebration of all the good things that we have. We
enjoyed singing and talking about the food that we

have every day, but we sometimes take for granted. Mrs
Rowe showed us some vegetables that had been grown
by pupils at Oakfield, with Mrs MgGuire’s help. We also

learned about how the Church had donated food, as
part of their Harvest Celebrations, to help people in

need.

Mrs Robinson introduced us to the charity called Food
Gives. We learned how we could help people in other
countries, who are less fortunate than ourselves, by
donating dried food, which will be shipped to other

countries. We watched videos about how our food will be
collected and delivered to families in other countries. We

saw how thankful the families in the video clips were,
when they opened their food boxes.

Each class has a box in their room. We ask that, if you
are able to do so, each family donates a pack of dried

food, such as chickpeas, rice, salt, lentils each term.
Although this project was launched for Harvest, it is not

just for Harvest! We hope to keep sending boxes
throughout this school year. We will get regular updates
about where our boxes go to and enjoy knowing that we

are helping others less fortunate than ourselves. 
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I'd like to introduce you to the Super
Six. As I'm sure you know, we love

stories and reading at Little Acorns
and Oakfield Primary and this is an
exciting reading enhancement we
have for every year group from

Nursery to Year 6. Every year the
children who'd like to, can take on

the challenge across the year to read
the Super Six collection for their

year group.

How does it work?
1. Choose a story to read from the

Super Six basket or cubby hole.
2. Once you have read the story, talk
to your teacher or key person about
the story and ask them to stamp
your Super Six card. Remember to

return the book so someone else can
enjoy it too.

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2 for all of the
stories in the collection

4. 6 stamps = Super Six award!

Super Six awards are presented in
our celebration assembly.

Mrs Doyle

Try to read all of the 
books across each year to earn your

Super Six award! 
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We have had reports of a few cases of head lice...

Please check all of your child’s school
uniform to check you do not have any
items which dont belong to you and
don’t forget to clearly name all of

your child’s clothing. 

MrsMrsMrs
Crabb’sCrabb’sCrabb’s
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H

Having worked over the past 9 years in the education sector,
he thoroughly enjoys sharing his experiences of survival in
extreme cold temperatures. He described how his team
survived in tents on Antarctica for 7 weeks while skiing,
unsupported, the 600 nautical miles to the Geographic South
Pole. He made many comparisons of the extreme differences
between his team and that of Sir Ernest Shackleton and Sir
Robert Falcon Scott. He concluded his presentation by
reliving the effects that frostbite had on him and the mental
resilience he displayed to recover, to once again lead by
example.

McKenzie
He told us about how they went to the toilet
in the south pole. They didn’t have toilet
paper and I had to use ice and rubber
gloves!

Brannon
It was more dangerous than they realised when they had to cross a deep
crack in the ice – they had to all cross 5m apart so that they didn’t crack
the ice. The photo showed the different colours of the ice where they’d
crossed. I didn’t know that ice was more than one colour. Also,
toothpaste freezes below zero so they used ice to brush their teeth!

YOU CAN ACHIEVE YOUR DREAMS; EVEN IF
YOU NEED HELP ALONG THE WAY!

Layla
I liked all the pictures of the ice he showed us like
when his thumb was frosty and then went black. That’s
frost bite.

A l Sylvester is an outstanding inspirational
speaker renowned for his exceptional leadership
and motivational skills that he has utilised while
leading the Royal Air Force's first unsupported 

is main message to the children was that
he did achieve his dream of getting to the
South Pole, but he needed to ask for
help!

attempt on the South Pole, and as a Team Leader within the
RAF's Mountain Rescue Service where he was actively involved
with over 400 operational rescues.
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Oakfield start back on Week 2, Monday 6th
November with a special Rocket Menu. Please

see below
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Clay Days at Newport Roman Villa on Wednesday 25th
Oct, Friday 27th October and Friday 3rd November
(10am – 2.30pm). Entry will be just £1 per person.
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SCHOOL DIARYSCHOOL DIARYSCHOOL DIARYDATESDATESDATES

Cut here and keep
on the fridge!

Some key info for your
notice boards at home. 

Monday 23rd October
- Fri 3rd November

October Half Term

Friday 17th November Children in Need - Spotty mufti & cake sale

Monday 27th
November

SCHOOL & Little Acorns CLOSED FOR WHOLE STAFF TRAINING

December See Christmas dates poster inside for all of the festive diary dates

Tuesday 19th December
2023

Oakfield Family Christmas Day
School Closes at 1.30pm 

Monday 4th March 2024 SCHOOL & Little Acorns CLOSED FOR TEACHER TRAINING

Thursday 28th March
2023 School Closes at 1.30pm 

Friday 24th May 2024 SCHOOL & Little Acorns CLOSED FOR TEACHER TRAINING

Friday 28th June 2024 SCHOOL & Little Acorns CLOSED FOR TEACHER TRAINING

Friday 26th July 2024 School Closes at 1.30pm 


