OAKFIELD LIFE
C.E. AIDED PRIMARY SCHOOL
October 2020

NEWSLETTER

Edition 1 / 6

www.oakfieldcepri.iow.sch.uk

Mrs Reader
Dear Parent/Carers,
We have come to the end of what has proven to be a challenging half term for our children, staff, families
and community as a whole. During these exceptional times, it would be easy to forget the compassion and
care that we showed for one another during the lockdown. Thanks are given for the smallest gestures or
offer of help, sharing a smile with a stranger as we went for our daily walks, clapping for carers on a
Thursday evening, putting rainbows in our windows to recognise all key workers and appreciating support
with home learning, food parcels and Oakfield’s Tuesday Top Up Table. This all seems a distant memory
now, and yet it is these moments that the nation have spoken about, how important it was to come
together, support one another and unite, reminding ourselves of what is important. As time has passed and
the virus is still ever present in our lives, it could at times feel like the light is merely a flicker at the end of
the tunnel, but let's keep reminding ourselves of just how much the smallest things made the biggest
difference.
Thank you parents and carers for all the love, support and reassurance you are giving your children.
Thank you for making sure they are prepared and ready for each school day.
Thank you for your patience and understanding whilst we are unable to meet with you in person,
something we dearly miss too.
Thank you for hearing your child read every day - this makes more of a difference than any other home
learning, and no child is too old to read to (whatever they might say, they'll love the opportunity).
Thank you to every member of the Oakfield Staff Team for your unwavering dedication this half term,
especially the extra admin and cleaning.
Thank you for coming into school early every day to help support Magic Breakfast to ensure no child
at Oakfield starts their day hungry.
Thank you teachers for the hours of extra work you are all doing to ensure working within the risk
assessments doesn't compromise learning.
Thank you for working hard as class teams to support children's emotional and behavioural needs by giving
them the space and time to talk when they become anxious about all that is
different in the world at the moment.
Thank you to Rev Sue and Dion for your continued pastoral support for our children,
staff and community.
Thank you to our Governing Body for being incredibly supportive to the school
during these difficult times.
Thank you for being part of the Oakfield family, together we will get through this.
Have a wonderful half term.
Hi, I am Sharon Marlton, and I am the new SENCO.
I am looking forward to prioritising the needs of your child(ren). If you need to
contact me, please phone or leave a message with the office and I will get back
to you. In these COVID times at the moment I cannot meet face to face, but I am
happy to speak with you or chat via a video call.
As you can appreciate we still have a few agencies we work with in supporting
the children that are unable to come into schools, so assessments are taking
longer to organise. Please remember that a diagnosis is not a solution and so
we have lots of suggestions we can offer to help support children with a wide
range of SEN.
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Rev Sue Theobald—St John’s Church
What a challenging time these last 7 months have been for all of us. St John's had to close our doors for a while, but
we are open again for worship and doing the best we possibly can to be a part
of the Oakfield community. The way we go about our daily lives has had to
change for most of us and we can, for the time being, no longer even mark
major life events in the way we might wish to. At St John's we are coming up to
a time of 'remembering'. On 2nd November the Church sets aside a special day
'All Souls Day' to remember and celebrate the lives of those we have loved who
are no longer with us. This is particularly important in a year when many of us
may have been unable to attend the funerals of friends or even family. We will
hold a Service of Memories at 4.30pm at St John's and everyone is welcome to
come and light a candle, listen to some music, remember and pray for those we
have lost. We will also be opening the church from 9am to 10am and from 2pm until 4pm that day for you to drop in
and light a candle in the peace and quiet of the church. Our annual service on Remembrance Sunday
(8th November) will take place at 10am, when we will remember all those who have given their lives in the service of
our country. Keep an eye on our Facebook page '@stjohnsryde' for details.

Community News
On Sunday 4th October, the curate at St John’s Church, Rev Dion Mabey, was ordained as a priest by the Bishop of
Portsmouth, Rt Rev Christopher Foster. This means he can now conduct marriages and christenings as well as
celebrating Holy Communion.
Prior to Covid, Rev Dion was often in school helping to lead worship and supporting different pupils with their social
and emotional skills.
As he is such a special part of our Oakfield Family, we decided it would be good to give him a gift to commemorate
this special occasion.
Thank you to Mrs Scovell and her team of children and adults who produced a great piece of art work for Rev Dion to
hang in his study at home. He was thrilled to receive it and sent his love and thanks to you all.
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Governors’ Grotto
At this time last year Governors were celebrating the
burgeoning treasure trove of learning opportunities
offered to our pupils, helping to build up the fun,
excitement and challenge of coming to school.
Whether it was our ArtsMark journey, or the wonders
of science and technology, beginning to learn
another language, playing more sport, taking the
Young Enterprise Fiver challenge, learning to cook and
bake and much more. It all added to the breadth and depth of knowledge we gain, giving real
purpose to our studies of basic Maths and English and preparing us well for the next stage of our
education in secondary school.
Then came the Covid 19 virus, which presented us with new challenges, the likes of which we
have never faced before in our lifetimes.
Amazing Resilience
Governors have been and remain amazed at how most children and adults, by far the majority,
have dealt so positively with all these changes to the way we live our lives.
Our leaders and their teams have worked really hard to make sure that all the precautions which
are recommended to keep everyone safe have been put in place. As a result, pupils have been
able to return to school at the start of term. Parents are confident that their children are as safe
as they can be, to such an extent that attendance has been higher in September than it was for
the same period last year, despite the usual colds and snuffles at this time of year.
Lessons Learned
So what did the restrictions through the spring and summer teach us?
Did you notice how quiet it was during lockdown without all the traffic on the roads? We were
able to hear birds singing like never before. The air seemed much cleaner without all the petrol
and diesel fumes, and the sunlight shone brightly. So one of the important lessons is that we
must all appreciate the effects we have on our climate, and take steps to make life
more sustainable in the future.
Did you notice how quickly and effectively we were able to learn online at home through the
innovation introduced by software developers who saw the opportunity to fill the gaps left
behind in empty classrooms? Governors noticed how much their own training and education
opportunities improved, as courses and workshops became more accessible online. The
importance of digitisation for the future is very clear, which means that many of us, of all ages,
have new skills to learn and develop if we want to be good and effective citizens and make a
worthwhile contribution in our communities, and in life at work and at play.
Did you find that you had more time to read? We may have been locked down at home, but the
fact that we did not need to travel offered opportunities to catch up with some of those books
and articles that we always meant to read, but never had the time.
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Or we were able to research online more deeply than ever before into subjects which
captured our interest.
Winnie the Pooh and his friends had some really good advice during lockdown:

Bouncing Back
Governors are mindful that some of our neighbours are feeling the stress, to a greater or
lesser degree, of the challenges ahead. It’s all very well the likes of life coach
Hermann J Steinherr telling us that “Overcoming fear is the greatest achievement of a
lifetime....”, but for some of us it’s easier said than done. So let’s be aware that we may need
just to be around sometimes to try and understand how others are feeling.
Piglet: “Pooh!” he whispered
Pooh: “Yes, Piglet?”
Piglet:”Nothing,”[taking Pooh’s paw] “I just wanted to be sure of
you.”
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New Grass Area

BEFORE

BEFORE
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AFTER

AFTER

Mrs Taylor

Many of you will now have seen our lovely new astro turf; on the large area outside
the Reception Office, and also in the Early Years and KS1 outdoor areas. We had to
overcome many hurdles before embarking on this project. Planning permission had
to be sought and we needed to ensure all of our beautiful trees had their roots
protected in the right way to ensure they continue to thrive and this took us over a
year to accomplish.
But, we made it, and it could not have come at a better time for us. The children’s
little faces when they first saw it, and the pleasure the children have had using all of
the areas for their outdoor learning and playing made all of our efforts
worthwhile. Plus we are not having all of the mud trampled through our lovely new
school, so everyone’s a winner!
We could not have done this without the help of the Diocese who kindly funded this
for us. We are very lucky and I am sure you will all join us in thanking them so very
much for their continued support in providing such a lovely space for all of our
children.
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THE
BIG SLEEP OUT
Governors
Grotto
Paul and Matt from Goodleaf Tree Climbing spent a night in Oakfield's London Plane tree on Tuesday
29th September night.
Sleeping in hammocks, high up in the canopy they were taking part in The Big Canopy Campout.
The Big Canopy Campout is an international event that takes place every year. It was founded on the
Isle of Wight, and is a night for tree climbers and tree lovers to sleep in and under trees.
This year The Big Canopy Campout is raising money and awareness for The Bob Brown Foundation
who are working to protect native trees in Tasmania, Australia.
The Big Canopy Campout is actually 17 to 18 October, but Paul and Matt decided to sleep out when
the weather is warmer!
https://www.bigcanopycampout.com/
https://www.goodleaf.co.uk/
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Governors Grotto
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Governors Grotto
We have been outside a lot this
term, gardening and sowing
vegetables to see what Peter Rabbit
may like to eat. The children have
enjoyed Forest School.

We have also been
making a zip line
for Jack instead of
a beanstalk

It was
much
quicker!
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Year 3 Outdoor Learning – Autumn 1 Term
Mrs Robinson and Mrs Donald
This half-term we have been enjoying lots of outdoor time. We are really lucky
because our class have the climbing equipment in our play area, so lots of us
have got really good at the monkey bars over the last few weeks! We also do
lots of learning outdoors. Here are some pictures of some of the exciting things
we have been doing.
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FOREST SCHOOL
We are so happy to announce that Mrs Maguire has completed her training and is now
our Forest School Leader

We are very lucky to have our
own beehive on site and the
children like to see what the
bees are making inside the
hive. Some of the children
were lucky to be able to see
the honey that has been
produced over the summer.

Bee art work created from the fallen
autumn leaves. The children also
found out that there are 25 different
English bees!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MRS STANFORD
On Sunday 4th October, I ran the 2020 London Marathon on the Isle of Wight. The London Marathon
was supposed to be a special event this year as it was the 40th anniversary of the race, but
because of the pandemic, entrants had to run the race in their own home towns. The conditions
were tough with gale force 8 winds and torrential rain, but I did not let that stop me completing
the 26.2 mile race. I had chosen to run for the charity Leukemia UK because my Dad has leukemia
and he was a marathon runner in his youth; this gave me the motivation to finish, despite the
weather. I have been a runner for many years and it has always been a goal of mine to run a
marathon, running for my Dad made me determined to succeed.
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Key Info for your Notice Board at home:

SCHOOL DIARY DATES
October Half Term

19th—30th October 2020

Parent Meeting Catch up Calls

Week starting 2nd November 2020

Flu Immunisation
Whole school

1st December 2020

Christmas Jumper Day

11th December 2020

Christmas Dinner Day

16th December 2020 (must be booked via
Parentmail App by 1st December 2020)

Christingle in classes

18th December 2020

Break up for Christmas

18th December 2020 FINISH AT 1pm

DEVELOPMENT DAYS

21st and 22nd December 2020

DEVELOPMENT DAYS

22nd and 23rd July 2021

Class PE Day

Warmer winter uniform.

SR—Reception
Miss Kent—Year 1

Wednesday

Miss Hedderwick—Year 1/2

Wednesday

Mrs Bridle—Year 2

Wednesday

Miss Chessell—Year 3

Tuesday

Mr Snelling—Year 4

Tuesday

Miss Jackson / Mr Jarvis—Year 5/6

Tuesday / Thursday

Mrs Scovell—Year 5/6

Tuesday / Wednesday

Mrs Stanford / Mrs Donald—Year 6

Monday / Tuesday

After October half term
children are welcome to wear
original school uniform or
warm joggers/leggings and
school jumper/cardigan only.

Child Absence
If your child is to be off school for any reason, please complete the
‘NOTIFY ABSENCE’ on ParentMail or leave a message on the new answer phone service by 9am on the first
day of absence. An explanation must always be given about any absence.

Child Appointments
Please remember a letter/proof of appointment must be brought into school.
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