
 

 

The Writing Journey at Oakfield 
 
Early Years 
 
There are seven areas of learning and development. Writing is a key area of not only ‘literacy’, 
but also ‘physical development’ and ‘communication and language’. In fact, it links to the 
whole curriculum in the Early Years, and at Oakfield the provision is made through ‘enabling 
environments’ where we plan a combination of child-initiated and adult led activities, both 
inside and outside to develop the skills of writing from first-hand experiences. Children 
practise their letter formations in phonic sessions and they are able to practise fine and gross 
motor skills within the environment. We use rich texts in English across the school to stimulate 
the children’s ideas and build on their enthusiasm and love for stories. 
 
Inside, children may choose to draw, paint, trace, and write during independent learning 
sessions, in the role play areas or at the writing table. For example, writing a menu for a café 
or a selection of flavour labels for an ice cream van! Outside, writing opportunities are a-
plenty; chalks, whiteboards, tracing in the sand, signs and warnings. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Years 1 – 6 

Our aim is to develop confident and enthusiastic writers. Writing is taught through high 

quality, vocabulary-rich texts. Teachers are flexible and creative in their planning to suit their 

class’ needs.  Additional stimuli are used as an inspirational ‘hook’ into a learning journey such 

as film clips, music, letters from characters and enhancing the classroom environment. We 

follow the Hampshire ‘3 phase planning’ model for writing - this structure clearly maps out 

the idea gathering, grammar, technical and publishing stages of the writing genre required as 

an outcome.  

 
Handwriting Progression  
 
Early Years 
Move in the Write Direction (MIWD) – Wheels on the Bus is used for teaching the 
shapes which make up letters. Children will be familiar with the story and shapes 
and will be able to form as many letters as possible correctly. 
Year 1 
MIWD used as a reference to support letter formation. All letters are correctly 
formed with an emphasis on the flick (jump off the bus.) 
Pencil grip ‘corrected’ to ensure it is effective for the child.  
Year 2 
Cursive for most at the beginning and for all at the end – emphasis on letters than 
should join naturally using the ‘flick’ from previous letter.  
 

 



 

 

The development of writing skills 

 

 

 

 

 


