
 

The Reading Journey at Oakfield 

The teaching of reading is one of the most important aspects of our curriculum offer. We 

understand that being able to read provides children with access to the world around them 

and supports their ability to learn and develop in all other areas. Reading also brings a joy and 

a sense of astonishment that cannot be achieved in any other way; children can discover new 

worlds, reflect on the past and explore emotions from the point of view of people like them 

and those who are very different. 

Early Reading and Phonics 
In the Foundation Stage, the pupils’ phonological awareness and phonic knowledge is 
developed as they follow the Letters and Sounds programme through daily phonics 
teaching.  The focus at first is on pupils’ ability to discriminate between sounds in the 
environment and through the use of rhyme, rhythm and alliteration.  They are then taught 
the 26 graphemes and practice recognising phonemes in “CVC” words.  They have 
opportunities to apply their developing phonic knowledge and skills in the context of shared 
reading and writing.  In addition, they learn to read a range of familiar and common words 
and simple sentences independently. 
 
Developing a love of reading 
In Key Stage One and Lower Key Stage Two, the emphasis is on further developing pupils’ 
interest and pleasure as they learn to read independently and with confidence.  They focus 
on words and sentences and how they are put together to form texts.  They bring meaning to 
the texts they read and say what they like or dislike about them. Teachers model a range of 
reading strategies to support fluency, including the identification of sentence structure and 
the function of punctuation marks. They will also give pupils opportunities to practise phonic 
skills and word recognition in context. 
 
Throughout Key Stage Two, pupils meet a wider range of texts in fiction, poetry and non-
fiction, both in their English lessons and across the curriculum. Teaching focuses on 
developing pupils’ reading skills in Guided Reading lessons, e.g. generalising and making 
inferences by drawing on evidence from the text. There continues to be a high level of 
interaction between teacher and pupils with teachers inviting pupils’ individual responses and 
interpretations through a range of engaging tasks and activities.  
 
Additional support 
Where necessary, staff will support children with special and additional needs through 
accessible tasks and differentiated texts. In KS1 we have a staff member who is dedicated to 
supporting children with their reading; a range of strategies are used to model and share the 
experience of reading with children who find reading a challenge. We also have a carefully 
selected range of age-appropriate texts to support children through KS2 who require a catch 
up programme.  
A high importance is placed on reading at home. All children are provided with phonics-
matched reading books to take home on a weekly basis. For those who are beyond phonic 
readers, there is a wide variety of books for them to choose from in our library and class 
collections.  
 



 

The Super Six! 
New to our reading offer this year is a collection of books for each year group 
or key stage that are known as the ‘Super Six’. Each year the children are 
challenged to read these books, in return for Dojos and prizes at the end of 
the year. Sometimes a book (or a part of it) will be used as a writing text 
driver or guided reading text.  
 
 
 
 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 and 6 

The Enormous potato – 
Aubrey Davis 

  
The Gruffalo – Julia 
Donaldson 

  
The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea – Judith Kerr 
  
The Rainbow Fish – 
Marcus Pfister 
  
The Bear who Stared – 
Duncan Beedie 

  
No, David – David 
Shannon 

 

Flat Stanley – Jeff 
Brown 

  
The Giving Tree – 
Shel Silverstein 

  
Farmer Duck – Martin 
Waddell 
  
Dogger – Shirley 
Hughes 

  
The Paper Bag 
Princess – Robert 
Munsch 

  
There is No Dragon in 
this Story – Lou 
Carter 
 

The Velveteen rabbit 
– Margery Willliams 

  
Cloud Busting - 
Malorie Blackman 

  
The toys go out  - 
Emily Jenkins (GR) 
  
The fisherman and 
his wife – Brothers 
Grimm 

  
The Emperor’s New 
Clothes – H.C 
Anderson 

  
The Midnight Fox – 
Betsy Byars 

 

The fire makers 
daughter – Phillip 
Pulman 

  
The Butterfly Lion – 
Michael Morpurgo 

  
The Railway Children 
– Edith Nesbit 
  
Peter Pan – J.M 
Barrie 

  
The World According 
to Humphrey- Betty G 
Bimey 

  
  

After tomorrow – 
Gillian Cross 
 

Skellig – David Almond 
 

The Secret Garden – 
Francis Hodgson 
Burnett 
 

Jabberwocky – Lewis 
Carroll 
 

Artemis Fowl – Eoin 
Colfer 
 

Why the Whales Came 
– Michael Morpurgo 

 

 


