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Mr Haley
It has certainly been an interesting few months. The response from everyone – staff, parents/carers and
pupils has been amazing. Thank you all so much for the effort and enthusiasm that has gone into everything
from home learning to supporting key worker pupils on a daily basis on site. We are now busy preparing for
re-opening, whenever that may be. Life will be different when we do all return and details of that will be
communicated separately. In the meantime, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all back in school
again soon.
Whilst under lock-down we have still been looking after our bee colony. They have survived being blown
over in strong winds and our regular feeding has kept them happy. The colony is growing – there are about
10,000 bees at the moment. We would expect the queen bee to swarm (leave the hive with some of the
colony) or die soon and another queen bee will emerge. The worker bees are busy building the honeycomb
and pollen collection is growing. They are still getting a sugar solution feed as well and every week we open
the hive and measure how much they have drunk – around 1.5cm of solution a week! Freddie and Teagan
have been very helpful and dressing up is great fun! All the photographs are of our hive and the bees in
action.

This picture shows us capturing the queen bee so she doesn’t fly away while the hive is open.
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Theo from Mrs Cascarini’s class attended
The Isle of Wight Story Festival 2020

IOW Music and Drama Festival
Just before we finished school, year 4 took part in the music festival at
All Saints Church in Ryde. Other schools from the Island took part and there were different age categories,
songs and musical instruments. The children sang with confidence and in tune. A special mention must go to
Hamish who performed a solo on the piano as part of the festival showing his skills as a budding pianist. The
children enjoyed listening to the pieces from the other schools and the different genres that were chosen.
Well done Year 4.
Well done to some of our Year 6 children who took part in the Rock and Pop section: Chloe H who won first
place, with a commended score for her performance and to Evie-Rose and Teigan L who both received a
merit.
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Number Day
Oakfield took part in Number Day on Friday 14th February.
The children took part in a variety of mathematical activities during the morning, including maths games,
artistic maths and investigations. Lucky number 7 children across the school were invited to bake cakes for
our cake sale after school. Teachers and staff joined in the fun with number themed costumes and
sponsorship activities. In total we raised nearly £150 for the NSPCC and for much needed school funds.
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Ryde and
Sports
Athletics
Read
Relax
12 year 3 and 4 pupils attended the Ryde Cluster Under 9s indoor athletics competition. The children
competed against 7 other schools in a variety of sprint races and 6 different field sports. All the children
performed brilliantly and were a credit to the school - well done Millie, Akita, Amelia, Charlotte, Imogen,
Izzy, Ronnie, Jaydon, Hamish, Roman, Brooklyn and Jonah.
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On Thursday 5th March the Oakfield Family
celebrated World Book Day.
We read as many stories as we could in our
classes and some of us even met up with a
reading buddy from a different class to
share a story or take part in some reading
activities. Many children also played ‘Once
upon a teacher’, which involved matching a
traditional story to each teacher by looking
at the picture on their backs! The winners
(Amy Yr2, Spencer Yr4 and Keeley Yr5)
received a new book and chocolate treat in
celebration worship the following day.
We LOVE reading!
Mrs Doyle, English Lead
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS - REV SUE THEOBALD

Governors Grotto

As I write this it is Mental Health Awareness Week, but Mental Health is something which we should be aware of all
the time. During this period of ‘lockdown’ mental health has been high on the agenda and that is just as it should be.
Very few of us get through life without experiencing some kind of event or circumstances which affects our mental
health, and by being open about that we can help to remove the stigma and find ways to support one another.
As governors, our strategic role is to make sure that the mental health and well-being of pupils, staff and governors is
promoted and supported.
Just as we teach our children how to keep physically healthy, and to seek help if they are unwell, we need to ensure
that they are given the skills and strategies to keep mentally healthy and know when and where to seek help if they
need it. So governors monitor the curriculum and check that it includes both specific teaching about mental health
and wellbeing, and that it provides informal opportunities to practise those skills.
The Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE) curriculum is the main way in which pupils learn to be self aware,
self confident and how to build healthy relationships, but governors also ensure that children at Oakfield have a
broad and varied curriculum so that there are lots of opportunities to find something they enjoy and which can build
their self esteem and to interact with one another in different settings.
Pupils’ mental health is also supported in other ways and governors make sure that, for example, the Safeguarding
Policy, the Behaviour Policy, the Anti Bullying Policy, the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy and the
Adult Code of Conduct are designed so that they reflect good practice in relation to maintaining good mental health.
All these things are checked by reviewing the relevant policies regularly, asking questions of staff about how they are
implemented and looking for evidence that they are happening in school.
But governors are also aware that there is more to mental health and well-being than the content of the curriculum;
the culture and values of the school have a crucial part to play.
At Oakfield our school values provide the bedrock which helps our children to know that they are loved for who they
are and must love and respect others in the same way, thereby building their self-esteem and a sense of safety. Hope
gives them certainty that whatever difficulties they are facing there is always a brighter future. Trust gives them the
confidence that they will always be taken seriously, treated fairly and consistently and not judged for their mistakes.
Honesty means that everyone is encouraged to be open and honest with one another, thereby sharing their problems
and helping to find positive solutions.
The mental health and well-being of staff is also the responsibility of governors. We ensure that there are appropriate
people who members of staff can contact if they have any concerns or are struggling in any way with their mental
health. We monitor workload and ask searching questions of the senior leadership team when we think that there is
potential for staff to find circumstances at school challenging.
As governors, we too can have busy and complicated lives and so we provide support for one another on an informal
basis and also have a named governor who is available for pastoral support or signposting to other agencies who can
help.
Being aware of and caring for our mental health is a lifelong task and the governors and staff of Oakfield are
committed to giving our pupils the best start they can.
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A Message from Miss Hedderwick

Governors Grotto

Wow what a really strange time! I can’t believe it’s the last half term, and we would be spending our last few weeks
together in class before the summer holidays. You have all been so grown up during this and I am so unbelievably
proud of all of you. I want you to know that everyone in the whole world is going through this. Some days are good
and some days are bad, and it is totally okay to be bored and sad sometimes. You might miss your friends a lot at
school. I know I do and I miss all of you a lot too!
We thought we would write you a little message about what we have all been up to during this time and there might
be a few adventures at the end for you!
I know you received my postcard recently and saw the messages on the internet, but I wanted to talk a bit more
about what has been happening and what might be happening soon. We had our last day and last goodbye at school
together in March, not knowing that we wouldn’t see each other for a while. I know this has been hard, not seeing
your friends and the teachers every day, but you have had so much time at home with your family! You have been
having so much fun and playing outside a lot. I think it’s really important that we all take something from this strange
situation. To love and appreciate our families and loved ones. I have spent more time outside and with my family
than I have on my computer.
We have sent you lots of home learning and activities to do and you have all been amazing with this. The photos that
some of you have sent me, have really put a smile on my face! I have added some photos below so you can see what
you have all been up to!
Have you been out to enjoy the sunshine? It’s been like summer the last few weeks and I have been out walking my
dogs in the meadows. I have found a bike in my shed at home that I am going to fix up and start cycling soon. The
tyres are a bit flat and I can’t go very far; I need to pump them up! I have been doing some baking and cooking too, I
made some delicious cookies! What have you been up to? Some of you have been helping out with the cooking at
home and making some yummy cakes!
I want you to know that this is not forever, but some things will change when you can come back to school. I went
into school before half term and I did a little tidy up and moved some things around, so the next time you come into
school, it will look a little different. Just remember that’s okay. It’s only for a little while and it is to keep you all safe.
Just imagine all the fun we can have playing outside and enjoying the sunshine! How many ways do you think we
could make a rainbow?

Please stay at home and keep safe as much as you can, I know it might be a bit boring at times, but it’s just what we
all have to do for now. Keep doing all of your home learning, you are doing a super, amazing, brilliant and fantastic
job! I am so proud of you! And if you want to be our next dojo champion, send in some of your super learning, and I
will add you onto our Dojo PowerPoint on Fridays.
I miss you all so much and I can’t wait to see you all soon. For now, keep positive, keep busy and keep safe.
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Miss Hedderwick
Are you up for an Acorn Adventure?
On your next adventure outside, how many different flowers can you find? Take a picture of them and
try to recreate them at home! You could draw them, paint them, or make them out of objects around
the house or your garden!
Can you build the biggest and best fort?
Use blankets, duvets, cushions and chairs!

Take some photos of your acorn adventures and send them to:
keystage1@oakfieldcepri.iow.sch.uk

Quote of the day: ‘Always believe that something wonderful is going to happen.’
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In these uncertain times it is important to take time to notice things around you, however small. I have missed all of
you and it is very strange to not see your smiley faces and hearing your funny stories. It has been a joy to see all of the
children who have sent in photos of what you have been up to over the last few weeks. I wonder if you can work out
the things that I have been doing? On these two pages for our class I have included some little things to keep you
amused but also photographs of all your work. Think about the following:
1. Open your mind to new materials: look around the house and garden for inspiration. Fabric, bottle tops and old
bits of wood can all make great art. If all else fails, you can’t go wrong with pen and paper.
2. Think about how you’re going to join things together. If you are making a collage, what sort of glue are you going
to use and what are you going to glue it on to?
3. Choose the kind of art you enjoy. If you like sewing, do sewing art; if you like chopping wood, do a bit of carving.
You could be stuck doing it for a long time, so make sure it is something you like doing.
4. Send handmade postcards to your family and friends. Postcard art was big in the Seventies: people would make
little collages on postcards and send them to loved ones.
5. Embrace technology. There are great art apps for smartphones if you don’t have physical materials.
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Home learning
Thank you and well done to everyone who has managed to keep busy
during this unique time.
If there is one thing you should do – always, ever and for the rest of your
life is to…read and read and read…and read …and…oh you know the rest!
Some great examples of home activities:

Find a simple image for one of our school values in this picture:

Answers

1
2
3
4
5
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c
b
b
a
c
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Parent Mail
Attention all parents! Communicating with you is an important part of what we do, making
sure you get the correct information about activities, events and school news that really
matters is something we care about.
As you know, the school uses ParentMail, a service used by over 6,000 schools, to
municate with parents.

com-

From September we will be sending out letters and form via ParentMail, this will hopefully
make it easier for parents to simply complete the information and submit it, no more lost
letters!
Don’t forget to download the ParentMail App!
We’d like to encourage all parents to download the APP as there are a number of benefits
both to you and the school:
You don’t need to login to pick up messages or attachments when you use the App.
The App stores all the messages we send you in one place.
Every message sent arrives as an instant alert

on your mobile.
You help save us money!

You can download the App for free from:
App Store if you have an iPhone or
Google play if you have an android phone.
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ISLE OF WIGHT NHS TRUST

If young people have a health worry that can call or email school nurses directly via our duty desk.
The NHS 0-19 Public health team including Health Visitors and School nurses will continue to be available
via our duty desk:
Tel: 821388
Email: www.0-19dutydesk@nhs.net
We have a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/IOWPHTEAM/
We recommend that parents and young people have a look at these websites for general health advice.
https://what0-18.nhs.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/
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Support for Children and Families
Suze is still very much available to help families where she can. If you
would like to check in with her, need a chat or think she can help with
something, please send a message to 07432045483 and Suze will do her
best.

Local Support Services

St John the Baptist, Oakfield with Holy Trinity Church, Ryde.
Although Rev. Sue cannot be in church, she is still here with and for you – please do not hesitate to call if
you have any questions or concerns or if you or anyone you know would appreciate a phone call.
Priest-in-charge: Rev. Sue Theobald 01983 617174 email: rev.sue.stjohnsryde@gmail.com

Barnardo’s Services on the Isle of Wight –
status and referral information during Covid-19
Barnardo’s Isle of Wight Early Help Service
Isle of Wight Family Centres
Offer information, advice and guidance for parents of children 0-19, which includes a range of evidence parenting programmes and usually universal stay and play sessions for parents with children 0-5. Currently during the COVID 19
crisis we are not offering any face to face sessions, however any parent who has been passed to us wishing to have
some support will receive telephone support and guidance and we will be offering virtual classrooms for our course
delivery and this will be available in the next few weeks. Our centres are open for prearranged appointments with the
midwives or health visitors.
In order to access any support or just to ask questions about what may be available or ideas for how to manage family
life at this time, please email IOWfamilyCentres@barnardos.org.uk or call East Newport Hub 01983 529208, Sandown
Hub 01983 40878, Ryde Hub 01983 617617
We have a Facebook page, which is updated regularly find us @ Isle of Wight Family Centres

Barnardo’s Intensive Family Support Service
Barnardo’s Intensive Family Support Service provides whole family intensive family support to families across the Island (also known as Strengthening Families)
Families can be referred by professionals such as schools, social workers (stepping down families to universal or Early
Help), GPs, Job Centre Advisors, health workers, police.
Referral forms can be found here: https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Support-for-Families/KeyDocuments
Families who meet criteria can receive 6-9months of Intensive whole family support.
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Organisation

Contact

Help offered

Local Authority working
in conjunction with
Community Action IW –
co-ordinating local
efforts

01983 823600

Support to access groceries and medication.

(Please do not ring The Riverside
Centre number as The Riverside is
closed)

Volunteers also needed – Isle of Wight Coronavirus Community Help Group on Facebook

Age UK IW

01983 525282

Message says “If you are not an existing client and
have concerns about coronavirus” and redirects to
IW Council helpline below.

IW Council helpline

01983 823670

Priority Service Register

0800 316 5457 (0800 316 5457 text
phone)
www.ssen.co.uk/
PriorityServicesRegister/

Ensures vulnerable people are prioritised in the
event of water or electricity outage.

Carers IW

Carers IW Tel Calls – 533173
94pm Mon – Fri & 10-4pm Sat-Sun for
urgent calls only
Carers IW Video Calls Attend Anywhere – confidential – through NHS
network

Advice and support for unpaid Carers

Carers IW Emails We will look at
our info@carersiw.org.uk regularly

Advice and support for unpaid Carers
Given the new guidance, all face-to-face meetings,
home visits, gym, groups and events will be suspended until further notice. However, in order to
support carers in the community we will be able to
respond in other ways. If you feel the need to have
a regular telephone call with us, please do ask.
For carers caring for those with high anxiety or
dementia, it may be beneficial to avoid watching
the news so to reduce their anxieties, if you are
struggling with any aspect of their illness please do
ring us.

Carers IW Carers Assessments We
will offer these via the telephone or
video call.
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If you have no access to online shopping or friends
and family who can help you get shopping, but we
are a small team, so we are looking at supporting
the vulnerable of our carers, then please contact
us and we may be able to assist you or put you in
contact with someone who can, then contact us
on one of the ways listed.

Coronavirus Ryde Support Hub

01983 811105
between 10am and 4pm Monday to
Friday

Ryde Town Council are working
closely with Aspire Ryde and other
organisations to help support residents of Ryde and the surrounding
areas.
Residents can access:
Advice and information from Citizens Advice Bureau
Assistance for those in food poverty
Assistance for those in vulnerable
situations
Assistance for those experiencing
difficulties with self-Isolation
Assistance with the delivery of
prescriptions
Please call in order to access these
services.

Adult Social Care hotline for PAs for
Covid19 queries

01983 821000 ext 6322

Advice for Personal Assistants

Please note new numbers for contacting People Matter IW:
Lines open 10.00am – 4.00pm Monday to Thursday and 10.00am – 1.00pm on Friday.
Monday and Tuesday - 07946 372 135
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday - 07983 527 739
People Matter IW
The Independent Living Centre
Units 1 & 2 Bernard Way
Riverway
Newport
Isle of Wight
PO30 5YL
Email: admin@peoplematteriw.org
Web: www.peoplematteriw.org

Health Visiting and School Nursing 0-19 Years Service
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