
Phonics and Reading at Oakfield in Key Stage 1  

Phonics 

In order to decode words by sounds and access texts, children take part in daily Phonics sessions 
from EYFS – Year 2.  Children are taught the letters (graphemes) that represent particular sounds 
(phonemes), and as a result, can ‘sound out’ words to read them. The reading and spelling of ‘Key 
Words’ (or high-frequency words/ tricky words), which are not phonetically decodable, also forms part 
of this session. Teachers deliver these lessons in age-appropriate, fun and engaging ways, making 
use of Jolly Phonics and following the structure and coverage of the Letters and Sounds programme. 
This programme is designed to stimulate and challenge children’s thinking and create enthusiastic, 
life-long readers and writers. 

In the Summer term of Year 1, all children will undertake a Phonics Screen. If children do not meet 
the national required standard, they will receive further support and re-take the screen at the end of 
Year 2.  

Reading  

At Oakfield Primary School, children enjoy learning to read in a range of ways; individual reading, 
reading to an adult, being read to, shared reading, group reading and guided reading. 

Guided reading takes place each day throughout the school and is taught through high-quality texts to 
support children to develop their reading skills. We use Reading Vipers to support the children in 
developing their skills as a reader; Vocabulary Infer Predict Explain Retrieve Sequence or 
Summarise.  Children in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 will read to the teacher, either as part 
of a group, or individually, every week. Each child is given a ‘Reading Record’ for use at school and 
home, and this becomes a valuable vehicle for communication about reading between teachers and 
parents. Every child takes a book home linked to their phonics phase which is fully decodable once a 
week, children are also able to choose and take home a selection of reading scheme books from a 
range of schemes for variety and to supplement their phonetically decodable book. These can be 
changed daily by the children and their families. We are passionate about instilling all of our pupils 
with a love of reading, and just as research suggests, we know that reading for pleasure will have a 
positive impact on children’s achievement. Our aim is to inspire children and enable them to become 
confident and enthusiastic readers. They are encouraged to engage with a wide range of texts in 
school, for example, by accessing a range of high-quality books in book corners, visiting our extensive 
school libraries and borrowing books, and taking part in Guided Reading. We have a close 
relationship with the local library and the EYFS children visit in the Autumn Term, the school takes 
part in reading challenges and listen to assemblies led by staff from Ryde Library. We are also 
fortunate to benefit from many parishioner volunteers who regularly volunteer their time to listen to 
children who may need a little extra time or support to read. Once a week, all families of children in 
EYFS and Key Stage 1 are in invited to come into school for a 45 minute ‘Read and Relax’ session 
where they come and enjoy some 1:1 time with their child sharing stories, playing phonics and 
reading games etc. During this session there may be some modelling of how to support with phonics 
or how to read a story by teachers for parents/ carers.  

Reading Scheme books.  

Every child takes a book home linked to their phonics phase which is fully decodable once a week 
and these texts are organised into levels of difficulty shown by colour bands. Children move through 
the colour bands as they progress through the Key Stage. We use Floppy’s Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Reading Scheme texts which has systematic phonics and Oxford Reading Tree's best-loved 
characters at their heart, your children can put their phonics skills into practice at every stage with 
these engaging decodable readers - and they're perfect for the National Curriculum too, with a range 
of topics covered throughout. They are 100% matched to our Letters and Sounds programme and 
have both Fiction and Non-fiction titles which engage a range of interests. This scheme also includes 
a range of fully decodable Traditional Tales which also link to the children’s Letters and Sounds 
phonics phase.  Each book also contains inside cover notes help parents support their child with 
phonics at home. 
 
The children are also able to choose and take home a selection of reading scheme books from a 

range of schemes for variety and to supplement their phonetically decodable book. These can be 

changed daily by the children and their families. 

http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/primary/literacy/ort/OUP141_WEB_SPREAD.pdf?region=uk


 

 

 



 


