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Welcome to Oakfield Life, our first
edition of the new school year.

Please see more on page 5 about what we are doing here.

www.oakfieldcepri.iow.sch.uk

Mr Haley
It has been a very busy start to the academic year. Apart from the 37 children that have entered reception, 14 other
pupils have joined us across the school - a warm welcome to them all. Over the summer we have reviewed key
aspects of teaching and learning and you will have already seen changes within the school. Our trips and residential
programme has been refreshed, the curriculum reviewed and classrooms reorganised. We will continue our
programme of improvements, providing additional resources and doing what we know Oakfield does really well supporting pupils to achieve the best in all they do. In the coming months there will be lots of opportunities to see
our efforts in action, particularly in the lead up to Christmas.

Year 5 and 6 Team Building @ Westbrook
"I liked working as a team and going swimming"
"It was great fun, we did forest games, storytelling and there was a swimming pool; my favourite bit of course" "It was
amazing, I want to be back there!"
"It was fun, especially when we went fire lighting."
"There was a swimming pool. It was so warm and I got to the deep end. I was taught how to swim better by my friend
Isobel. The bush craft survival was fun – remember the number 3!
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Computing and Media
In computing and Media we have been using our new Green-screen, lights and
cameras.
Year 1 and 2 (KS1)
With year 1 and 2 we have been using it to demonstrate how everything we
see is not really real.
Groups of year 1/ 2 pupils were videoed sitting on class chairs in front of our
Green-screen while pretending that they were on a rollercoaster.
We then took a photo of a rollercoaster car, altered it and then edited it onto a
green background.
Finally we layered the videos and images and with the magic of the computer
we made the green invisible.
The result being that it looked like the children were having a very enjoyable
ride on a magnificent rollercoaster. The finished videos were screened on our
electronic signboards for all to enjoy.

Year 3/4, 5/6
Year 3/4 and 5/6 have also been
using this technology and finding
that Harry Potter really cannot fly
has been a revelation to some.
So,
how do we make someone fly?
Here we are setting up the shot…

But when layered, the green
taken out and mixed with a
background on the
computer…
Hey Presto…
We
Fly…………………………………..
Finally:We have all been exploring the power of the Green–screen both how it is used
within the movie industry and how we can use it to enhance our imagination.
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Year 6 Sailing at UKSA
Once again this year we were invited
to 'test the water' at UKSA in Cowes.
When we arrived it was a little
windier in Cowes than Ryde so the
instructors decided little dingy boats
might not be ideal for novice sailors,
phew! Luckily for us we got to go in
the bigger keel boats...which cannot
capsize! Some of us were very
relieved about that. So after helping
each other get our spray jackets and
squeeze into our buoyancy aids, we
slapped on the sun cream, split into
groups and climbed aboard. The
instructors showed us the ropes
(literally) and we had to listen
carefully to the safety information.

The instructors were very patient and had a
great sense of humour. One by one we
moved out of the marina. We took it in turns
to steer the boat, hoist the sail and some of
us even chose to climb carefully to sit at the
front of the boat (the bow). Sometimes it was
bumpy when another boat passed us so we
held on tight. We saw the Police boat
patrolling the marina - they did give us a
wave! It was a beautiful, sunny day and we
thought it was a great way to end our week!

One of our pupils said "I can believe we've
only just started year 6 and we're on a
trip...in the sea!"

Mrs Doyle, Mrs Stanford and Miss Connolly
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Mrs Doyle’ s Class
This half term Mrs Doyle and Mrs Stanford’s class have been digging
deeper into the idea of Creation in RE. Here is our class poem – a combination of our reflections after studying a collection of photos.

‘I wonder’
I hear silence,
I taste leaves as they fall into my mouth
I smell pollen in flowers
It makes me think of fields and darting bees
I see flames and lava falling from rocks
I hear lava spitting out like fire
I taste smoke and burnt toast – it reminds me of a campfire
I wonder if lava is ever cold?
I notice that a single snowflake melts when it lands
Tiny snowmen being built on my tongue
I imagine the warm, shining sun
I see steam rising up
I smell melting pennies
I smell fresh air from the forest
I wonder if there’s more to life than I know of in this world?

Investigating Light
Daniel looking at how light travels in
straight lines during a science investigation.
Mr Snelling has recently been updating the
school's science resources. Mr Taylor also
enjoys putting his long experience in
engineering and astronomy to good use to
help teachers and children alike.
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Spanish Club
In Spanish club the chickpeas
(garbanzos), that were grown in the
school's raised beds, were shelled
and made into hummus. (Cocido
madrileño is a traditional chickpeabased stew from Madrid, Spain.)

The New Upper
Floor Library
Mr Jarvis and Mrs Robinson’s
class have been christening
the new second floor library known as 'The Hub'. Juliet
has been trained to use the
library booking system and in
turn she will train Jasmine
and Freya.
Each KS2 class will have its
own librarian. The other
photo shows Freya T obvious
delight at the new library - all
the children loved it! Mrs
Reader sees the library as a
great resource for children
both to broaden their
reading experiences and to
help with research for topics
and projects. There is a
massive amount of books in
the library with more being
added each week.
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European Day of Languages
European Day of Languages, September 26th, was a great success this year. Ella Huyton won first prize in the Spanish
sentence building competition, winning a European Commission USB bracelet. Years 5 and 6 made Guatemalan worry
dolls and learnt some Lithuanian vocabulary. Years 3 and 4 drew postcards, which will be sent to children in Spain.
Years 1 and 2 listened to Spanish music, watched Flamenco dancing and had a go at using castanets, fans and
ocarinas. Early Years drew hand shaped Spanish flags, joining them all together to make two wreaths. Students who
have lived in different countries or who have family members from abroad had the chance to share songs or words
from around the world. Lorenzo can speak Albanian.

Spanish
In Spanish, Years 1 and 2
had great fun, taking part in
the Gruffalo story, using
puppets.
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Creation Station
Pottery
The creation station now has its
very own potter's wheel. Neil
Tregear, an acclaimed
ceramicist, came into school to
demonstrate how to throw
vases and plates. Some of our
lucky students will be having a
go themselves next half term.
Watch this space.

Arts Blast - 7th - 11th February
This week has been a blast, an Arts Blast!!
The children throughout school have been learning through art. English, maths, RE and history have been
taught in collaboration with art.
Year 1 and 2 Have been producing Rice art based on creations
Year 3 and 4 have been exploring ‘Austin’s Butterfly’ and critiquing each others art work. They have been
discovering how to create a draft of an image and then make improvements. This tied in nicely with the poem
they were exploring about a dreaming Egyptian cat. Maths has been taught through Kandinsky and music.
The children have discovered art through lines, shapes and colour while listening to Wagner.
The children also followed an online artist as she demonstrated how to draw an Egyptian death mask of
Tutankhamun. Each class explored a different medium and style such as sponging, pointillism, chalk pastels,
paper cutting and oil pastels.
To top off the week an artist, Carol Jaye was invited into class and together they have created an amazing
River Nile collage out of pieces of old magazines. They have looked at how the Nile floods and the richness of
the soil that is left behind and how this enables the Egyptians to grow crops.
Year 5 and 6 have been looking at the Mayans and created a wide range of different art pieces. Boxes have
been decorated and created from a net, clay has been used to create small artefacts, lizards and masks have
been crafted from paper.
The culmination of this week ended in a Creative Careers afternoon which included displays of our work and
visits from:
Treager Pottery – hand made pottery – wheel clay
IOW radio – Reads the news Art of radio speaking
IOW clay – Beach clay collected
Clare – beach glass jewellery
Pot head lady – pots
Blackgang chine Festival of light
We are working towards the Arts mark as a school.
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Creative Careers Afternoon
Oakfield Primary School held their Creative Careers Exhibition on Thursday, 10th October.
The aim of the exhibition was to inspire pupils to think about possible creative careers for the future.

The careers exhibitors included Robin Hill, Seaglass Jewellery, a live pottery demonstration, a Ceramicist, Art
Educator and Isle of Wight Radio. The children were able to visit each of the stands and ask questions about each
particular career to gain a real insight.

The children's work was also displayed in the hall and parents were invited in to have a look at some of their art
work. The children were very excited as they went around each of the stands, as well as showing off their own
work, and feedback from the children, parents and exhibitors was extremely positive.
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Year 3 / 4 Egyptian Day
Year 3/4 started their learning journey this term with a fantastic Egyptian day.
We participated in a range of engaging activities including:
Cartouche Creation

Pharaoh Fact Finding

The children told us it was a fantastic day that
they really enjoyed. We look forward to
having similar days in the future.
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Archaeological Excavation and the Secrets of the School Tomb

School Production
School Production Update!
This year’s whole school play is based on Roald Dahls ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ Oakfield style.
Over 70 children auditioned and the standard was high.
Last year we had a cast of less than 20 children. This year we have a cast of 30.
Rehearsals have already begun and the children are learning their lines, costumes are being designed and
thoughts about songs for individual classes are being made.
The play will be held in the school hall the week before the February half term.
Times and dates to be confirmed. Watch this space for more information.

Music
In music, our year three/four classes have been
learning about the four instruments’ families:
woodwind, brass, string and percussion.
We have found out what these musical instruments
look like, how they are played and why they are
grouped into 'families'. We are learning how to hold
and strum a stringed instrument, called a ukulele!
Some of us have learnt how to press down a string
and then pluck it to change the pitch of a note from
low to high!
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EYFS Library Visit
On Wednesday 16th October, Early Years visited Ryde Library. They brought with them a family member too!
We were given a tour of the library, and shown how we can take books home. Our grown ups also had a tour of the
adult section! There were so many books for us to enjoy! When we had explored the children's library, we shared a
story together with our families, read by a member of staff from the Library.
We are hoping to visit again with our families over half term too!
Don't forget, Ryde Library is open for visitors during half term and there are so many books, DVDs, magazines etc for
you to borrow for free!
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Parent Community Group News
This term we are pleased to have welcomed lots of new parents to the
Parent and Community Group (PCG). The PCG has looked at a calendar of events and fundraising for the year, as well as other opportunities for the school to engage with the wider community.

Some key dates for your diary for the next half term are:-

School Disco

11th December 2019

Christmas Market

19th December 2019

The PCG members have come up with lots of exciting ideas for the rest of the year. If you have any ideas or
suggestions, please come along to our next meeting on Wednesday, 27th November 2019 at 9am.
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Thank-you Vicar week
Thank Your Vicar Week, which launched nationally in every Anglican diocese this autumn, gave parishes the
opportunity to say a big thank you to their vicar or curate by holding a special service or school assembly.
Today, Wednesday 16th October, we held a special service in school to say Thank–You to Reverend Sue for all she
does to support both the Parish Community and our School.
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St John’s Church
The new school year has already brought some great ways in which St John’s and Oakfield can work together
and support one another.
Autumn brings the harvest and we were delighted to host Oakfield’s harvest celebration on the theme of
change. Year six added an extra dimension to our Dementia Friendly Harvest Praise service as they sang for us. I
hope they enjoyed it as much as we did. Our congregation were very impressed by the wonderful poem they
wrote on the theme of creation, which we published in our weekly news-sheet a few weeks ago.
We continue to host Class Led Worship at St John’s, now on a Friday morning. Family and friends are welcome to
join us for the service and then for refreshments afterwards. We have been chatting to parents about when they
would like to see Messy Church taking place, so that we can offer it at a time which suits lots of families. If you
would like to have your say, do contact us, either by phone on 564433, or 617174 or on our Facebook page “St
John’s and Holy Trinity, Ryde”
Our team of Reading Supporters – volunteers from our congregation who listen to children at Oakfield read –
are about to be joined by a team of “Early Intervention Coaches” (Mentors) who have been trained to spend an
hour a week in school, informally supporting children who might benefit from some one to one time with an
adult. They will share an activity and have the opportunity to chat.
Autumn also brings Halloween – the Eve of All Hallows – when we all love to dress up and make fun of the ‘dark’
things that can frighten us. This Halloween (Thursday 31st October) St John’s church will be open from 5-7pm to
welcome any trick or treaters with a treat of hot chocolate and marshmallows.
All Hallows is the day before All Souls Day, the time of year when we remember with love and thankfulness all
those who have died. Everyone is welcome to come and join us on Saturday 2nd November at 3pm, when there
will be a Service of Memories. During the service we will read out the names of all those we have been asked to
remember. It is also an opportunity to come and light a candle in memory of a loved one.
Don’t forget that St John’s is open every day during the week, for anyone to pop in and look around, or just
spend some time in the peace and quiet of our beautiful building.
……and now I’m off to start thinking about all the things we can do together for Christmas!
Rev Sue

Harvest Service at
St John's Ryde

Dementia Friendly Harvest
Service at St John's Ryde

Our annual Oakfield Harvest Service took place on
Monday 30th September in St John`s Church.
Our theme was Change - in our life, in our family, in
our school and how we learn to cope with Change
throughout our lives.
Each Key Stage group took part in the service
through song, poem or art work.
The Collective Worship Group led the service
through prayer, Bible readings and reflective
thoughts.
Rev Sue gave us a special Harvest blessing before
we returned to school.
Our thanks to parents who came to support us.

As well as our own school harvest service, the children
of years Five and Six attended a special service on
Tuesday 1st October to support Rev. Sue with singing.
They sang some traditional harvest hymns and then
performed their own, with actions, ably led by Lily D,
Summer W, Santana C, Teigan L and Charley S at the
front. Mr and Mrs Brookes - who both come into
school to listen to readers - helped to lead the service
with Rev. Sue, who said that the children had really
helped to lift the service.
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St John’s Church
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Communication.

I have had lots of messages recently
from parents who are frustrated at
the “poor communication between
school and home”.
I am sorry that his has caused upset
or inconvenience, this is far from
our intention.
One of the things that has come to
light is the texts we try to send out
the week before an event being
seen as original information rather
than a reminder.
Other families tell me they feel fully
informed and so we have been
thinking about why there is such a
difference in opinion and whether,
clarifying our methods of
communication might help.
Parents main go to for up coming
events should be the schools
website (view our calendar and
child’s class page/letters home),
because whilst we occasionally print
information and send it home,
sometimes events need to change
and therefore, the website is live
and provides the most up to date
record.
We are always looking for ways of
improving how we communicate
with parents. Taking on board
feedback from parents about having
something mobile friendly and easy
to use I am pleased to announce
that Oakfield will soon have its own
Facebook page.
If you have any ideas or suggestions
I would value your input.
Mrs Reader
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The Oakfield Behaviour Policy
Every Year we revisit our behaviour policy
with the children and this year they
recommended only one change. The
wording around the letter O in OAK now
reads Organised and Ready instead of
organised and ready to learn so that it
applies to more aspects of school life
than lesson time.

Please find below a key extract from our
behaviour policy for you to be able to
share and discuss with your child at
home.
As a Church of England Federation, our
behaviour policy is informed by Christian
values which underpin every aspect of our
community’s life and work, including our
curriculum. These values are firmly
rooted in the teachings of Jesus. Central
to our policy are Jesus’ words recorded in
the Gospel of Matthew, widely known as
the ‘Golden Rule’:

“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.”

We aim to:

● Create a positive and compassionate environment in which all children can flourish and reach their full
potential as God intended
● Develop relationships based on love, trust, honesty and hope between all members of the school community,
including parents and members of the Governing Body
● Raise awareness of desired standards of behaviour by celebrating and rewarding occasions where children
have displayed our school values in practice
● Ensure that there is clarity and consistency across our school about procedures and consequences, agreed by
all stakeholders
● De-escalate any situation at the earliest opportunity
● Make reasonable adjustments for pupils with SEN, disabled or requiring particular support strategies.
● Provide a learning environment where staff can teach without disruption and the varied learning needs of the
children can be met.
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The Oakfield Behaviour Policy
Organised & Ready

Range of possible consequences

Calling out
Not listening
Running indoors
Pushing in the line
Not working
Not having correct PE Uniform

Verbal warning
Moving the child within the classroom
Completion of work in own time

Always Respectful

Range of possible consequences

Persistent repetition of minor behaviours after a verbal
warning.

Child to stop and think!
‘Time Out’
Loss of playtime in 5 min increments
Playground restriction (eg no football or loss of use of play equipment)
Missing whole or part of lunch time
Removal/exclusion from clubs
Removal of walk home pass

Distracting others
Throwing small objects but not to hurt
Inappropriate physical contact (eg pulling hair, pinching)

After a reminder, if child repeats, they are given time to think (next
step)

Inappropriate language
Refusal/Complaint against work

Follow up - Restoration/re-visit Six Strands and
Verbal/written apology

Minor deliberate damage to school property
Refusal to follow instructions

If the child refuses to accept the consequence given LW/BH/HD
(strategic leader) are notified.

Rough play including pushing
Interferes with others property

Teacher/SLT to inform parent in person or via telephone at end of
day

Leaves the room without permission
Keep Yourself & Others Safe

Range of possible consequences
Internal exclusion at lunchtimes and or break times

Persistent repetition of moderate behaviours
Internal exclusion during lessons with work completed in isolation
Threatening behaviour
Child sent to Mrs Reader or Mr Haley
Swearing/aggressive language
CPOMs procedures followed to capture pupil voice
Defiance of staff
Persistent disruptive behaviour

Teacher/SLT to inform parent in person or via telephone at end of
day
Invite parent/carers to meeting

Prejudice related incident (eg racism or homophobia)
External exclusion
Non- Negotiable consequence for …..
Violent Behaviour
Bullying
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External exclusion (fixed term or permanent)

Oakfield Parentmail
Improving School Communications with
Communicating with parents is an important part of what we do, making sure you get the correct information
about school news, activities and things that really matter is something we care about.
Please take the time to read the separate Parent-mail leaflet. Should you not be in receipt of this, a copy is
available from Mrs Crabb in the School office.

New
Appointment
Miss Hedderwick is joining
the KS1 team after half term.
She will be teaching year 1
for the remainder of this
school year.
We hope you will join us in
giving her a warm welcome
to Oakfield.

Thank You
As Miss Hedderwick arrives,
we say a goodbye to Mr C
again, but couldn't let him
go without saying a huge
thank you for coming out of
retirement to support us
over the last 3 weeks.

Year 6 Secondary Applications
The closing date for the Year 6 Secondary applications round is fast approaching and we are still very short of
applications and the result of this could mean students not getting the school of their choice or even their closest.
Parents also need to be aware that there has been a reduction in PAN at several schools resulting in fewer places
being available. IW Council.

Deadline for applications is:
Midnight on Thursday 31st October 2019
Please see:
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Residents/schools-and-learning/School-Admissions/Secondary-School-Sept-2019

For more information.
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Governors Grotto
Our governors are thrilled to know about the burgeoning
treasure trove of learning opportunities offered to our pupils,
helping to build up the fun, excitement and challenge of coming
to school. Whether it’s our ArtsMark journey, or the wonders of
science and technology, or beginning to learn another language,
or playing more sport, or taking the Young Enterprise Fiver
challenge, or learning to cook and bake and much more, it all
adds to the breadth and depth of knowledge we gain, giving real
purpose to our studies of basic Maths and English and preparing
us well for the next stage of our education in secondary school.
We cannot wait for this year’s performing arts production of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
Roald Dahl Day reminded us, too, of the huge importance of reading. The way to make the most of all these great
opportunities is to delve more deeply into books and online to find out more about each subject; and there’s nothing
quite like a good story to lull us gently into a sound night’s sleep. We all have a part to play in urging our children to
build up their vocabulary and increase their fluency in regular communication with us and each other. You can be
sure we adults might learn a thing or two ourselves along the way!

Standing Together
This year, with our values of love, trust, honesty and hope very much in our minds we will be joining with our
Anglican friends around the diocese and beyond in ‘Standing Together’ against the rise of populism, xenophobia and
anti-semitism. By learning from history, and developing new ethical practices which promote peace and unity for the
future, our children will be learning through this project how to bring communities together in creative ventures to
serve the common good.

Transforming Lives for Good
One such venture, Transforming Lives for Good, provides an opportunity for one to one early intervention coaching,
bringing additional support to pupils with behavioural, social and emotional difficulties; helping them to reflect on
different experiences and develop responsible, resilient behaviours; raising aspirations; supporting parents to help
their children make the most of school; providing access to wider support networks through the local church and
community; and helping pupils to overcome barriers and distractions in their learning.
We hope that a good number of our pupils will enjoy the individual care and attention they receive from their coach
over the coming weeks.
(Pupils, see if you can find a governor and
tell them what any of these words mean:
burgeoning; delve; lull; populism;
xenophobia; anti-semitism; ethical; creative;
barriers; resilient; aspiration.
Where did you look for the answer if you
didn’t know already?}
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VISIT THE STONE AGE
Special half term opening at only £1.
October 21,22,23
See replica dwellings.
Handle ancient and replica artefacts.
Try painting with ochres.
At Wayside Herbs, Yafford, PO30 3LX
www.waysideherbs.co.uk
“Visit the Stone Age” on Facebook
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Caterlink and Brexit
Caterlink currently purchase 77.9% of its produce from the UK, 19.9% from the EU and 2.2% from RTW, we have been
liaising with our suppliers here on the Island; Medina and Island Foods who are supporting us with additional stock
holding for what we see will be a short/medium term issue should there be any problems, Brakes our supplier off the
island is holding additional stock levels in short term warehouses. We are looking to hold additional stock levels in
kitchens which combined with the stock being held by Medina will be approx. 6 weeks dry holding, where space
allows. Currently we hold approx. 7-10 days stock.

We have an emergency menu to put in place should we need to, however our aim is to keep as close to our current
advertised menu as possible, any change to this and I will advise you. Our supply chain is stating we could have issue
with some fruits and salad items coming in from the EU, so we will advise on salad bar, fruit offers weekly.

Caterlink and Universal Free School Meals
‘Did you know that if your child is in reception, Year 1 and Year 2 they are entitled to a two course FREE meal served
with milk, this meal has been nutritionally analysed with correct portion sizes for the age group.
Over 3 years a saving would be a minimum of £1,168.50
We get nothing from the Government – grab this opportunity’
If you require more details contact Info@caterlinkltd.co.uk or 01983 550500
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Key Info for your Notice Board at home:

SCHOOL DIARY DATES
Monday 4th November

School Returns

Wednesday 6th November

1pm Year 3 Swimming

Wednesday 6th November

1.30pm Open afternoon for New Sept 2020
children

Wednesday 13th November

1pm Year 3 Swimming

Friday 15th November

Children in Need—Mufti Day and Cake Sale

Monday 18th November

Year 3 /4 Trip to British Museum

Wednesday 20th November

1pm Year 3 Swimming

Wednesday 27th November

1pm Year 3 Swimming

Monday 2nd December

2.00pm LKS2 Maths open afternoon

Tuesday 3rd December

2.00pm EYFS Maths open afternoon

Wednesday 4th December

2.00pm KS1 Maths open afternoon

Thursday 5th December

2.00pm UKS2 Maths open afternoon

Wednesday 11th December

4.00pm KS1 Disco
5.00pm KS2 Disco

Friday 13th December

Christmas Jumper Day

Tuesday 17th December

Christmas Dinner Day

Wednesday 18th December

Christmas Market and Panto
4.30—6pm

Friday 20th December

10.30 Nativity at St Johns Church

Friday 20th December

SCHOOL BREAKS UP FOR CHRISTMAS

Monday 23rd December

Development Day

Monday 6th January 2020

School Returns

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th February

Mock SATs Week (Year 6)

Monday 3rd February

2.00pm LSK2 Science open afternoon

Tuesday 4rd February

2.00pm EYFS Science open afternoon

Wednesday 5th February

2.00pm KS1 Science open afternoon

Thursday 6th February

2.00pm UKS2 Science open afternoon

Monday 10th - Friday 14th
February

Oakfield School Production more details
to Follow

Friday 14th February

SCHOOL BREAKS UP FOR HALF TERM

Monday 24th February

School Returns

Dinner Monies

Friday 5th March

World Book Day

All dinners must be either pre-paid
in advance or paid for
on the day of eating.

Friday Church
Class Led Worships
10.30am

Friday 8th November
Mr Jarvis and Mrs Robinsons' class
Friday 15th November
Mrs Scovell’s Class
Friday 22nd November
Mrs Bridle’s class
Friday 6th December
Miss Chessell’s Class
Friday 20th December
EYFS Nativity

Child Appointments
Please remember a letter must be
brought into school requesting time
off for appointments.

Child Absence
If a child is to be off school for any
reason, a phone call must made to
the school by 9am on the first day
of absence. In addition, a letter of
explanation must always be
brought into school upon a child
returning from any absence.
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